
Price from 
$3,720 

per person/double occupancy 
11 Days/10 Nights)

Scan the  
QR code for a 
full detailed  

itinerary!

Call Morris Columbus Travel:  
(800) 888-6699 

or Morris Murdock Escorted Tours: 
(800) 809-9910Book online at www.mmetours.com

Escorted by Howard & Shari Lyon • October 12-22, 2024

2024 Splendors of Art in Italy: Venice, Florence and Rome2024 Splendors of Art in Italy: Venice, Florence and Rome

 Date  Daily Schedule 
 10/12 - Sat  Depart U.S.A. 
 10/13 - Sun  Arrive in Venice, Italy 
 10/14 - Mon  Murano & Burano Island 
 10/15 - Tue  Venice - Florence   
 10/16 - Wed  Carrara Quarry and Pisa   
 10/17 - Thu  Tuscany   
 10/18 - Fri  Florence to Rome with Assisi   
 10/19 - Sat  Rome - Optional Visit to Rome Temple  
 10/20 - Sun  Ancient Rome 
 10/21 - Mon  Rome & the Vatican 
 10/22 - Tue  Return to the U.S.A. 

Join us in the enchanting fall of 2024, the very best time to experience the artistry and culture of this remarkable 
country. Explore the masterpieces of Venice, immerse yourself in the Renaissance wonders of Florence, and wander 
the ancient streets of Rome, where history and art intertwine in a mesmerizing dance. Discover the essence of Italy 
through the eyes and talents of Howard and Shari Lyon, and let your own creative spirit soar amidst the beauty of this 
timeless land. Welcome to a once-in-a-lifetime artistic odyssey.

Highlights: 1 tour-bus experience for the whole tour; Breakfast daily, 1 lunch, and 4 dinners are included in the 
price; Experienced Tour Directors along with local Tour Manager and guides for in-depth location detail and history; 
Visit to Carrara, where Michelangelo got the marble to carve his masterpiece, the David statue plus more!



  

Highlights of the Tour: 
• 1 tour-bus experience for the whole tour 
• Breakfast daily, 1 lunch, and 4 dinners are included in the price 
• Experienced Tour Directors along with local Tour Manager and guides for in-depth location detail and history 
• Visit to Carrara, where Michelangelo got the marble to carve his masterpiece, the David statue 
• Advance timed entry tickets to attractions included = less time waiting in lines 
• A scheduled visit to the Rome Temple for those interested 
 
Included: 
• Deluxe/Air Conditioned motor coach transportation 
• Local Licensed guides & experienced Tour Directors 
• 10 nights Hotel accommodations in Venice (2), Florence (3), and Rome (4) in Superior Class hotels 
• Sightseeing tours as outlined on the itinerary 
• Meals as outlined  
• Entrance fees to all noted locations and museums 
• Transportation and a scheduled visit to the Rome Temple (for those interested) 
• Audio system headsets throughout the tour 
• Document package 
• Digital travel App 
 
Not included: 
• International Airfare to Venice home from Rome (Oct 12th to VCE - Oct 22nd from FCO) 
• Any private sightseeing not included on the itinerary during free time 
• Tour gratuities for bus drivers guides and Tour Director  
• Items of a personal nature 
• Travel Insurance 
• Meals not included in tour outline 
 
Optional Pricing: 
• Single /Private room $ 4,660.00  
 
Payment Terms: 
• $500.00 pp deposit due at time of booking 
• Final Payments are due July 2nd, 2024

Tour ID # 9224J12 – Tour Manager: Carol Alegre, phone#: (801) 483-6165,  email: calegre@morrismurdock.com

Call your Morris Columbus Travel advisor at (800) 888-6699 
or Morris Murdock Escorted Tours at (800) 809-9910 

Book online at www.mmetours.com

Howard and Shari Lyon are a dynamic and artistic duo! They met while attending high 
school in Mesa, Arizona. After graduation Howard served a mission and then they mar-
ried and went on to BYU. Howard began his career studying illustration working with 
artists such as Robert Barrett, Don Seegmiller, James Christensen and Greg Olsen. For 
the first 15 years of his career he worked in the video game industry as an Art Director, 
concept artist and freelance illustrator. Shari is an encaustic artist who paints with bees-
wax and damar resin. She has won awards at varies shows and also been recognized for 
her art pieces. They have three children and love sharing their passion for Italy and art.

Your Tour Hosts: 



 

Day 1/2: Saturday & Sunday, October 12-13, 2024 
Depart U.S.A. to Venice, Italy 
Today we will depart the US and fly overnight to Venice, Italy. 
Our Italian experience will begin as we arrive at the Venice 
airport and are greeted by our local tour manager. We will take 
a short transfer to the mainland boat terminal for a private 
transfer to St. Mark’s square.  Here we take a delightful walking 
tour of the ‘City of Islands’. Along the way we will see St. 
Mark’s Square and Basilica (entrance included), the Bell Tower, 
the Clock Tower and the Bridge of Sighs to name of few favorite 
sites. Our tour will conclude at the Doges’ Palace, which you 
can visit at your leisure. Enjoy a wonderful welcome dinner at 
a local restaurant before making the way to the hotel for check-
in and overnight. Meals : Dinner, In-flight 
 
Day 3: Monday, October 14, 2024 
Murano & Burano Island 
After breakfast we will board our coach again to the boat ter-
minal and board our private boat for a cruise past the island 
of San Giorgio Maggiore, the Public Gardens, the tip of San-
t'Elena, and the famous Lido Beach Resort to Murano Island. 
Known worldwide for its colored glass, we will see mouth-
blown glass-making in progress and enjoy a factory tour. Next 
stop is Burano Island. This picturesque island is famous not 
only for its lace, but also for the fishermen's houses painted in 
bright colors. We will enjoy this place before cruising back to 
the main island for some time at our leisure. Late afternoon 
we make our way back to the hotel for dinner and overnight. 
Meals : Breakfast, Dinner 
 
Day 4: Tuesday, October 15, 2024 
Venice - Florence 
This morning we will leave Venice and begin our scenic journey to Florence. Upon arrival, we will stop at Piazzale 
Michelangelo, a beautiful square on top of a hill, offering the 
best view over Florence. After check-in, we will go on a walk-
ing tour of Florence, taking in all the amazing out-door art and 
sculptures along the way. Our guided tour will include the Ca-
thedral of Santa Maria dei Fiore, known as the Duomo and the 
home for Giotto’s bell tower and Brunelleschi’s famous Dome. 
We will also see Michelangelo’s statue of David hosted by the 
Galleria dell’Accademia. Dinner on own and overnight.  
Meals: Breakfast 
 
Day 5: Wednesday, October 16, 2024 
Carrara Quarry and Pisa  
Today will surely be one of the highlights of the tour as we 



make our way out of Florence to the mountains to visit the histo-
ric marble quarry in Carrara. We will enjoy a jeep ride up the hill 
to the quarry opening where Michelangelo and other famous 
sculptors of their day picked their marble that we still marvel at 
today. We will get to try our hand at the chisel as well as see 
many works of art. After a wonderful local lunch, we will con-
tinue to the city of Pisa and see the iconic “leaning tower” and 
tour of the city before returning to Florence. Dinner on own and 
overnight. Meals: Breakfast, Lunch  
 
Day 6: Thursday, October 17, 2024 
Tuscany 
This morning we will drive through the beautiful Tuscan coun-
tryside to Siena. Notice the medieval ramparts where you are 
greeted with the Latin inscription 'Cor Magis Tibi Sena Pandit' 
(Siena opens its heart to you). We will walk through the maze of 
narrow streets; see the Piazza Del Campo where the famous 
'Palio Horse Race' is held and the 13th century Cathedral.  On 
our way back to Florence, we will stop in San Gimignano, 
another beautiful medieval town famous for its unmistakable sky-
line. The town is known as the city of “hundred towers”. Today 
only 13 towers of the fourteenth century still remain. Return to 
Florence for dinner at hotel and overnight.  
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 
 
Day 7: Friday, October 18, 2024 
Florence to Rome with Assisi 
This morning we bid farewell to Florence and head south to 
Rome. Before arriving to the Eternal City, we will stop in the de-
lightful town of Assisi, birthplace of St. Francis. Here we will have 
time to visit the St. Francis cathedral and the amazing frescoes 
by Giotto and the medieval downtown. Our visits in Assisi will 
include also the Basilica of Santa Maria degli Angeli before con-
tinuing our journey to Rome. After check-in, dinner is on own. 
Overnight. Meals: Breakfast 
 
Day 8: Saturday, October 19, 2024 
Rome - Optional Visit to Rome Temple 
After breakfast, for those who wish, we will board our coach and 
transfer to the newly dedicated LDS Temple and enjoy attending 
a session and touring the grounds (Temple session arranged by 
Morris Murdock, exact date or schedule to be confirmed).  For 
those who do not wish to see the LDS Temple, optional alter-
native activities will be available. Afternoon we will explore the 
heart of Rome with a walking tour including the Spanish Steps, 
the iconic Trevi Fountain, the Pantheon which was built over 



2,000 years ago to honor Caesar Augustus and later converted to 
a Christian church, and the Piazza Navona, one of Rome's most 
beautiful and popular squares. Dinner on own and overnight. 
Meals: Breakfast 
 
Day 9: Sunday, October 20, 2023 
Ancient Rome 
Today, for those interested, we will attend a local Sacrament Meet-
ing or other local church service before our visits to the famous 
sites of Ancient Rome. For those who do not wish to join the 
church service, optional alternative activities will be available. Af-
ternoon, we arrive at the Colosseum grounds and walk under-
neath the Constantine Arch and then enter the huge arena dating 
from 79AD.  Next stop will be the Roman Forum, where the ancient market place seems to jump to life as we stroll 
through the ruins. Dinner on own and overnight. Meals: Breakfast 
 
Day 10: Monday, October 21, 2024 
Rome & the Vatican 
This morning we tour the Vatican, the world's smallest independent state. Your guide will start with an overview of 
the history of the Vatican Museums.  The highlight of the tour will be the Sistine Chapel, where the ceiling is covered 
with Michelangelo's most famous paintings.  Then we explore St. Peter's Square, with Bernini's 284 columns, before 
entering St. Peter's Basilica, the largest church in Christendom. This afternoon we will be free to enjoy the city of 
Rome on our own. Tonight, a farewell dinner is served at a local restaurant including live music entertainment. Return 
transfers from hotel are included. Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 
 
Day 11: Tuesday, October 22, 2023 
Return to the USA 
Board your private coach to the airport for your homebound flight. Safe travels! Meals: In-flight

Call your Morris Columbus Travel advisor at (800) 888-6699 
or Morris Murdock Escorted Tours at (800) 809-9910 

Book online at www.mmetours.com

Introductory Terms and Conditions 
(Full Terms & Conditions available on our website and included with each booking) 

 
HEALTH & HYGIENE, MOBILITY and CANCELLATION POLICIES: By signing up for this or any of our tours, you are expressly agreeing to be bound by the TERMS & CONDITIONS contract that will be 
provided to you with your confirmation, specifically that you understand: i) All policies outlined therein regarding current health and hygiene requirements that may be required by the countries and locations 
visited; ii) The required mobility needed for the tour; and, iii) The Morris Murdock Escorted Tours cancellation policy may be more restrictive than a vendor or cruise line with which you are traveling.  
 
INTERNATIONAL TRIPS: For all tours and cruises that include international air, a valid passport is required and must be valid for at least 6 months from the return date of the trip. Morris Murdock Escorted 
Tours must receive a copy of your passport information page by final payment date. Airlines have strict policies concerning name changes/corrections after tickets have been issued. If a name change/correction 
is required on your ticket, you will be required to cover the cost of any fees. 
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Morris Columbus/Morris Murdock Escorted Tours, ("Agent") gives notice that all services, reservations and arrangements for transportation, cruise, conveyance, hotel or lodging of 
any type, meals, sightseeing services, or any other activities made by Agent, are made by Agent as dual agent for the traveler/passenger and for the air carriers, hotels, sightseeing companies, transportation 
companies, cruise lines, and other companies (Suppliers) providing services for this program. As such, Agent shall not be liable for injury, damage, loss, accident, delay, or irregularity which may be occasioned 
either by reasons of defect in any vehicle or mode of transportation, through the acts, defaults, financial difficulty, bankruptcy, or omissions of the Supplier or person engaged in carrying out the arrangements 
of the trip or otherwise in connection therewith. Agent is not liable for delays and/or cancellations of services and resultant expenses or loss caused by acts of God, weather, disaster, government regulations, 
sickness or death, quarantine, strikes, war, terrorism, social or labor unrest, local laws, mechanical or construction difficulties, curtailment or disruption of transportation, abnormal conditions or other situations, 
actions, omissions or conditions outside Agent's control. Agent is not liable for loss of, or damage to, baggage or personal possessions. Agent and Supplier reserve the right to alter or cancel the itinerary or 
substitute services as conditions require or for the safety of traveler/passenger. Passengers must be in good health and able to care for their own needs. Please contact us regarding any health concerns you may 
have or if you need to bring any specialized medical equipment such as wheelchairs, oxygen tanks, C-Pap, etc. so that we can determine if Supplier can accommodate your equipment. Tour directors on the 
trip cannot be of assistance with such needs. We reserve the right to remove travelers/passengers from the group at their own expense if the care of or actions of a traveler/passenger become detrimental to the 
functioning of the tour. Payment of deposit(s) as outlined in this agreement shall be deemed consent to be bound by the terms and conditions of this agreement. Airline schedule changes, mechanical or 
weather delays may affect flight times. Your connecting flights and/or transportation to and from the tour start and end point, whether issued by Morris Columbus Travel/Morris Murdock Escorted Tours or on 
your own arrangement, may be affected. Morris Columbus Travel/Morris Murdock Escorted Tours is not responsible for misconnections, delays, and/or cancellations.


